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Prez Says . . . . 

We are in the middle of celebrating the Holidays and 2009 is coming to a close with 2010 fast 

approaching.  How fast the years go by as we get older.  It will be just a short time before everyone will be 

taking their cars out and putting them on the road again.  Some of us will be down at the Florida Regional 

in Kissimmee, and many are getting reading to register for an exciting National Convention in Concord, 

NC at Loweôs Motor Speedway.  It should be a full and exciting 2010.   

This was a transition year for the WNY Chapter and I feel it went very smoothly with an incredible amount 

of support from all of the Board Members.  Therefore, I want to thank them first and foremost.  Everything 

that was accomplished could not have been done without their help and input.  

We had a growing amount of participation from our members, which says we are holding events our 

members find interesting. Therefore, we are going to expand on them. Elsewhere in this newsletter, you 

will find a calendar for next year.  We have most dates already established and we will try our best to 

adhere to them.  We have added a picnic in the summer.  We are kicking off 2010 on January 30th at our 

house with the annual chili and cookie event along with a technical/judging school.  Those that have 

attended this event in the past know that Geneôs chili is a favorite to some and an absolute ñno thanksò to 

others.  That is why I will have an alternative homemade soup.  Also on the calendar you will also find our 

usual judging event, technical/judging schools, road tour and going back to Silver Lake Drive-in for a 

cruise in.   

At our general meeting on December 5th, we made some Board Member changes.  Lisa Feor resigned 

from her position of Treasurer and we voted in Janet Carney.  We also voted Dick Denison to be 

Secretary as well as continue as Historian.  Tom Atkins resigned as Membership Chair and Jim Miller was 

voted in for that position.  Thank you very much to Lisa and Tom for your service in the positions.  Thank 

you to Janet, Dick and Jim for taking on the challenge of Treasurer, Secretary and Membership.  

Speaking of Membership, it is very important that you keep your National Membership current.  So if you 

get a friendly reminder from Jim, heôs just doing part of his important duties.  

Another important decision that was made was the selection of charity the Chapter will support in 2010.  

As you know we like to rotate our donations.  We thought it would be nice to help the elderly this year and 

have chosen the National Alzheimerôs Organization and Meals on Wheels.  We will start selling 50/50 

tickets at the January 30th event but not draw the winner until the summer in order to raise as much 

money as possible.   

I look forward to another successful year with WNY-NCRS.  The passion of enjoying the cars, working on 

them and the friends we have made through this great organization canôt be matched. Nothing, however, 

compares to what is really most important in life.  Take a minute to give an extra hug to a loved one and 

never take them for granted because we never know what tomorrow will bring.  Take care and have a 

happy and peaceful New Year! 

Susan Manno, Chairperson 
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OUR SPONSORS  

        

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers ï Info 

Chairperson Susan Manno SManno@rochester.rr.com 315-524-7423 

Vice-Chairperson                    Eileen Miller ESMiller@rochester.rr.com           588-377-5214  

Treasurer Lisa Feor                                Feorfive@rochester.rr.com            585-671-0395 

Membership Jim Miller JTMiller@rochester.rr.com  588-377-5214 

Judging Chairperson Gene Manno GMVette@rochester.rr.com 315-524-7423 

Assôt Judging Chairperson    Dave Lango  

Activities Coordinators: Activities                        Ed Krenzer, Rochester Ekrenzer@rochester.rr.com          315-483-2133      

 Ken Kaczka, Buffalo Kckaczka@aol.com  716-741-2496 

 Ric Rivette, Syracuse rrivette@twcny.rr.com  315-451-6487 

Historian & Secretary: Dick Denison rdenison01@yahoo.com  315-524-3726 

Webmaster Ray Carney ray63@rochester.rr.com  585-495-6931  

Newsletter Editor: Rick Casper r333mc@yahoo.com 315-673-9044 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

        Doug VanDeroef from Naples, NY 

 

 

 

 

Special Offer 

1970 Owner's manual - free to any club member that needs it to help complete their car, 

but not to make a profit.  The manila envelope is included. 

Dick Denison 

Help Wanted 

Articles needed for our newsletters.  Technical articles are best, but any article would be 

appreciated.  I'm sure many members have interesting stories to tell or helpful hints to 

relate.  Articles donôt need to be grammatically correct.  This past year, the content of our 

newsletter has been essentially dependant upon Gene Manno, Susan Manno, and Dick 

Dennison.  I need your help!  If each member wrote one original article every 12 years we 

would have two member articles per newsletter! Thanks! 

Upcoming Events  

January 30
th

 ï Noon 

Chili & Cookies at Mannoôs 

Tech Session  

Rebuilding a Distributor 

More Details will be Coming Soon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Social Road Tour Social S WNYWN 

Table of Contents 

Letter from Prez 1  

Sponsors                 2   

Officers Listing 2 2 

Upcoming Events 3 2 

New Members 3 

Offer 3 

Help Wanted  3                

Fuel Octane Info 4 

Chapter Event   6 

Fiberglass Tech Session  6        

Tech Session Photos 7 

December General Mtg Minutes     8 

History Lesson Part III  9 9 

Chapter Award Summary  9 9 

2010 Event Calendar 9 

Membership Renewal Form 10 

2010 Judging Meet Registration Form 11 

 

 



Volume 19, Number 4 DECEMBER 2009 

 4 

 

FUEL OCTANE RATING AND TIMING 

(Excerpts from a post by Duke Williams on the NCRS Discussion Board) 

The compression ratio of your engine is likely lower than advertised even as built by GM 

and most rebuilt engines are even lower because a thick aftermarket head gasket is 

substituted for the thin steel shim OE gasket.  Most engines are probably a half to a full 

point lower than there owners think, and many owners use higher-octane fuel than is 

necessary. 

The best approach to determining the octane requirement for your engine is to set the 

engine timing at the OE specification and make sure the timing map is at OE 

specifications.  Then let the fuel get very low and add a couple of gallons of the lowest 

octane gas available.  Drive the car and listen for detonation.  The worst case is usually 

high load at low revs.  If no detonation is noticed, add a few more gallons and continue the 

test until the older fuel is fully diluted and you are sure there is no detonation.  If it does 

detonate on low octane fuel, use higher octane or continue experimenting to find the 

minimum blend of high octane that results in little or no detonation.  Slight detonation is 

usually harmless, but continuous detonation under load must be avoided. 

If the engine doesnôt detonate on low octane fuel, increase the initial time or quicken the 

centrifugal curve to find the limit.  OE spark advance maps are usually fairly conservative 

to cover worst-case conditions, which would be hot, dry air on a high-pressure day for your 

altitude. 

Here are five octane measurements: 

1. Research Octane method ï used in the USA up to about the mid seventies and also 

currently used in Europe; considered appropriate for ñlow loadò operation, which is 

typical of passenger cars. 

 

 

2. Motor Octane method ï uses a higher air inlet and cooling jacket temperature so it 

results in lower numbers than RON; considered appropriate for high load 

applications such as trucks.  The difference between RON and MON is usually about 

8-10 points and is known as the ñsensitivityò. 



Volume 19, Number 4 DECEMBER 2009 

 5 

3. Pump (or posted) Octane Motor ï an invention of the US government that is merely 

the arithmetic average of ROM and MON. 

4. Aviation method ï a different test procedure than RON and MON, but the result is 

usually very close to MON; used currently for aviation gasoline. 

5. Performance number ï an older aviation method used in the age of supercharged 

reciprocating aircraft engines. 

 

The octane number is the percent iso-octane in a mixture of iso-octane and normal 

heptane that exhibits the same detonation as the test fuel.  So, ñ100 octaneò means the 

test fuel has the same detonation resistance, as 100 percent iso-octane, and 90 octanes is 

the same as a blend of 90 percent iso-octane and normal heptane.  Octane numbers over 

100 are determined by comparing detonation of the test fuel to a reference fuel of 100 

percent iso-octane with a specified amount of tetraethyl lead.  

Octane of production gasoline is measured by continuously sampling the straight run 

gasoline in a Waukesha CFR (Combustion and Fuels Research) engine, the basic design 

of which goes back to the 1920ôs.  Itôs a flathead design with a variable compression ratio.  

Back in the early days, experienced techniciansô detected detonation.  Nowadays, 

detonation sensors are used. 
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DECEMBER CHAPTER EVENT 

 

The Western NY NCRS Chapter held another great combined event on December 5, 2009 

at Ed Krenzerôs shop at Sodus Point. 

Following a general meeting, Gene Manno lead a judging session on Glove Compartment 

material, keys, and spare tire carrier locks.  Gene, Ric Rivette, and Bob Rissberger 

provided numerous examples of original ownerôs manuals, envelopes, and other glove 

compartment literature.  Then Gene reviewed the differences between keys and spare tire 

locks for each model year through early C-3ôs and Ric did a presentation on the 

differences between Corvette and Passenger car front suspension components. 

After lunch, Ric went over changes to the Corvette chassis during the solid axle years.  

Afterwards, discussions continued about rebound straps, rear axle bearings, and brake 

parts.  Ric mentioned that there are different length brake nails and different depth cup 

retainers available and Ken Kaczka brought up the fact that ô53 to ô55 Corvettes do not 

have coil springs in the brake shoe mounting mechanism. 

 

 

FIBERGLASS TECH SESSION 

OCTOBER 31, 2009 
 

As always Bob Tuchrelo fascinated everyone with his wizardry on small body repair on Halloween.  

It was a fascinating afternoon for all concerned and we are so fortunate whenever we can steal 

Bob away from his shop for some time.  You can find on our web site ς www.wnyncrs.org  

excellent articles that Bob wrote for our newsletter when it was hard copy years ago.    Please take 

a moment to look them up under the articles tab.  Below are some pictures of the event.   

 

 

http://www.wnyncrs.org/
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WNYNCRS ς GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 5, 2009 

Call to order: Susan Manno called the meeting to order at 10:20 AM 

Attendees:  Susan and Gene Manno, Jim Miller, Dick Denison, Bob Rissberger, Ray and Janet Carney, Ed Krenzer, 

Phil Thurley, Phil Martinez, Todd Kallusch, Jim Kronenwetter, Ric Rivette, Bill Gilbride, Ken Kaczka, Gary Fickeisen, 

Rick Casper 

Election of Officers: Three positions need to be filled.   

     Treasurer ς Janet Carney was nominated, seconded and approved. 

     Secretary - Dick Denison was nominated, seconded and approved. 

     Membership ς Jim Miller was nominated, seconded and approved. 

     Sue thanked the outgoing members who served these positions well. 

Charity for 2010:  Discussed the charities that we have contributed to in the past and possible new ones for next 

ȅŜŀǊΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇƭƛǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŜŀƭǎ ƻƴ ²ƘŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎΦ 

Events for 2010: 

    /Ƙƛƭƛ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴƴƻΩǎ            WŀƴΦ олth 

    {ǇǊƛƴƎ ¢ŜŎƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ /ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ             !ǇǊƛƭ нпth 

    Chapter meet at Farnsworth Chev.       June 11 and 12th 

    Club picnic ς place tbd.           July 31st 

    Cruise in at Silver Lake Drive in                August 19th  

    Road Tour ς route tbd.           Sept. 19th 

    Fall Tech session            TBD. 

    General Meeting              Dec. 4th. 

Additional Sponsors: 

Sue is going to approach additional sponsor for the newsletter after the first of the year.   

Membership:  

 Jim M. reports that renewals are about at ½ way.   They are do by the end of Jan. 

Jim will again ask national for names of members in our area codes and send letters of invitation to them. 

Newsletter: 

Our last newsletter for this year will be coming out this month.  Rick needs articles as always.  Plus, we need one 

more technical article to complete the requirements for the Chapter Award. 

Finance:  

Sue reports for Lisa Feor that we are solvent, but does not have exact figures. 

Nametags:  

Sue handed out our new nametags.  They look nice. Thanks Sue. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dick Denison 
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A HISTORY LESSON ς PART III 

It is 1993 and the club just finished a very successful regional meet.  Gary Foster is elected President, Tom Guiler is 

VP and Jim Frakes is our new editor.  The membership is at 81. 

For this year, plans are made to host a judging school in April, a picnic in May, which included a great road rally 

around Webster.  We laughed over the ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƭƭȅΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Lƴ 

June, the club had a road tour to the Corvette American Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY, a wonderful display of 

early Corvettes.  Unfortunately, this museum only lasted for a year or two.  Our chapter meet was in August at the 

Webster VFW.  Finally, the October tech session was at the Jackson Welding Supply Co. with hands on demos using 

both MIG and TIG equipment. 

Did you know that our club has a brick in the walk at the National Museum?  We ordered it in Dec. of 1993. 

Dick Denison 

CHAPTER AWARD SUMMARY FOR 2009 

We have again, for the third year in a row, obtained the top flight award from nationals.  Thanks to all of you that 

participated in one or more of the events we hosted this year, for this is what the chapter award is all about, 

participation.  Allow me to summarize the year. 

     We had 8 events. 

     Total participation in all events was 128. 

     53 of us participated in at least one event. 

     3 families were at all 8 events. 

We have 90+ members.  I hope that next year many of you will join us. 

Dick Denison 

Events for 2010 

January 20th  ς 24th  Florida Regional Kissimmee, Florida 

January 30th  Social & Tech Event  
3rd Annual Chili & Cookies  

 aŀƴƴƻΩǎ ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ 

April 24th  Judging School  wŀȅ /ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎΣ ²ȅƻƳƛƴƎΣ b¸ 

May 6th -8th  Gettysburg Regional Gettysburg, NY 

May 14th & 15th  Ontario Chapter Meet Richmond Hill, Ontario - Canada 

June 3rd ς 5th AACA Eastern Spring Meet hosted by 
GVAC (AACA = Antique Automobile Club of America) 

Finger Lakes Community College 
Canandaigua, NY  

June 11th  & 12th  Judging Meet & School Farnsworth Chevrolet 
Canandaigua, NY 

July 13th ς 18th  National Conventional Concord, NC (Lowes Motor Spd) 

July 31st Summer Picnic Rochester Area Park 

August 19th    Cruise-in Silver Lake Drive-in, Perry, NY 

August 26th ς 28th  Carlisle Swap Meet - Fairgrounds Carlisle, PA 

September 10th ς 12th  ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ wŀŎŜǎ Ϫ ²ŀǘƪƛƴǎ DƭŜƴ LƴǘŜǊƴΩƭ 
Speedway 

Watkins Glen, NY 

September 19th  Road Tour TBD  

Late October Technical Event TBD 

December 4th General Meeting 9Ř YǊŜƴȊŜǊΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΣ {ƻŘǳǎ tǘΣ b¸  
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2010 MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL 

PLEASE PAY By JANUARY 31st , 2010 

  

Western New York Chapter 

NCRS ς Application/Renewal 

***Please highlight if information has changed*** 

Name  

Address   

City  

State  

Zip  

E-Mail Address  

NCRS National Membership #  

Phone  (with area code)  

Date of Application / Renewal  

Data on your car (s) - optional:  

Year(s) of Corvette  

Engine  

HP  

Color - exterior  

Color ς interior  

Coupe or Convertible  

Bolded fields are required. 

Annual dues are $20.00, payable by check to: WNY Chapter NCRS 

Return to :  Jim Miller, Membership Chair 

                258 Hillary Lane 

    Penfield, NY   14526 
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WNY NCRS CHAPTER MEET  

Saturday, June 12, 2 010 at Canandaigua, NY  

                    Farnsworth Chevrolet, 2350 Rochester Rd, Canandaigua, NY 14424  

Event Schedule:  Contacts:   

7:30AM Registration Opens  Judging Info -  Gene Manno (315) 524 -7423    

8:30AM Judges / Owners Meetings  Meet Info ï Ed Krenzer  (585) 314 -2277    

9:00AM Judging Begins  Registration Info ï Susan Manno (315) 524 -7423   

4:30PM Awards (approximate)        

Name : _______________________________________ NCRS # (from Driveline Label)__________  

Spouse/Companion/Children(included in registratio n  fee: ________________________  

Address :________________________________________________________________________  

City :____________________________________ State :______________________ Zip :____________  

e- mail : _______________________________________          Phone: (     )______________________  

Family Registration Fee  postmarked by 5/28/10. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 20.00  $_ 20.00  

 Non -member name: _______________________ Additional guests #:____x  $ 10.00    $______  

Fli ght Judging Entry : All info must be complete and accurate                       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 20.00    $______  

 Year: ______ Engine: ______  HP:______    

 Body: ______ Ext Paint Color: ______ Interior Trim Color: _____    

 Complete VIN # ____ __________________________________  

We reserve the right to limit number of cars judged so register early!  

All Judged Car Owners must help by either Flight Judging or Observer Judging  

Sportsman Award Entry  (not judged & must be driven to meet) All  years eli gible. .  $ 15.00  $______  

  Year :_____ Complete VIN # ______________________________________   

Special Display Car:    Year ____  (circle one): Duntov / McLellan / Bowtie           No Charge  

I will  Flight Judge : ____ ó53 to ó62 ____ ó63 to ó67 ____ ó68 to ô82 ____ô84 to ó96  

   Preference:  ____Int.  ____Ext.  ____Mech. ____Chassis ____Ops.  Judging Level :______  

I will Observer Judge : _____ ó53 to ó62  _____ ó63 to ó67 _____ ó68 to ô82  _____ô84 to ó96    

l will help tabulate score sheets:  Yes: _____ No: _____  

Lunch  -  free to all car owners, judges & tabulators  Additional lunches#:            _____x_ ____  $  7.00    $______   

Join WNY NCRS Chapter @$20 per year: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    .  .  .  .  .    $ 20.00   $______  

Make Chec ks Payable to:                        WNY NCRS  TOTAL:   $______  

Send Completed Application to:  NCRS 2010 CHAPTER MEET  

  c/o Susan Manno  

  7289 Slocum Road  

  Ontario, NY 14519 - 9345  
Hold Harmless Agreement:  I agree to insure my vehicle(s) and property against loss, damage, and liability, and to provide proof 

of such insurance to NCRS at registration.  No Exceptions. I agree to assume the risk of any and all damages or injury and to 

indemnify and hold harmless NCRS, its officers, directors, agents, employees, and chapters for any acts or omissions that may 

result in the theft, damage, or destruction of my property or injury to me or others occurring during, or as a consequence of, this 

event. 

      Auto Insured with:  _______________________________________________________ 

Policy #:  _______________________________________________________ 
Policy Expiration Date: _______________________________________________________ 
Signature:  ____________________________________  Date: ______________ 
 

Judging School to be Held Friday, June 11th ï Hotel information will be available on www.wnyncrs.org 


